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Inderkum 
grad beat 
Trump in 
legal fight 


over DACA 


BY ANITA CHABRIA 
achabria@sacbee.com 


Inderkum High School 
graduate Jirayut “New” Lat- 
thivongskorn was studying 
inside his Boston apartment 
late Tuesday night when he 
received unexpected news: 
He’d just won a major legal 
victory against President 
Donald Trump. 

“I was literally shaking for 
about two hours,” said the 
28-year-old, who is taking a 
break in his final year of med- 
ical school at University of 
California, San Francisco, to 
earn a master’s degree in 
public policy from Harvard. 
“It was a rush, of excitement, 
of some hesitation ... realizing 
again that there is hope.” 

Latthivongskorn was one of 
five “Dreamers” - young 
people brought as children 
into the United States illegally 
by their parents - who sued 
the Trump administration 
and the Department of 
Homeland Security last fall 
after the agency announced it 
was ending the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program (DACA), which gave 
him and other so-called 
Dreamers legal status to live 
and work in the United 
States. The California courts 
joined his case with four simi- 
lar DACA lawsuits, including 
one filed by California At- 
torney General Xavier Becer- 
ra on behalf of the state. 

The lawsuits charge that 
Homeland Security didn’t 
have the authority to end the 
immigration program, which 
was started by President Ba- 
rack Obama, and that the 
federal government violated 
due process by granting legal 


SEE DACA RULING, 7A 


7-Eleven stores targeted in sweep by 
immigration agents. 7A 


Brown warns next governor 
about spending too much 


RANDALL BENTON rbenton@sacbee.com 


Gov. Jerry Brown explains the state budget Wednesday at the Capitol. “The accumulated demand or desire for very good and worthwhile 
programs is greater than the revenue structure,” said Brown as he warned about overspending and a possible recession. 


4-term leader presents his final budget, says a tax 
increase would be needed for progressives’ wish list 


BY CHRISTOPHER CADELAGO 
ccadelago@sacbee.com 


alifornia Gov. Jerry 

Brown refused in- 

vitations to criticize 

President Donald 
Trump. Brown wasn’t much 
interested in talking about who 
he hopes to replace him next 
year, either. 

But as the Democratic gover- 
nor reflected Wednesday on his 
final state budget, a document 
his administration is proposing 
amid a leftward shift in his party, 


Brown, 79, leveled with the pub- 
lic about the costs of further 
expanding popular government 
programs. 

Speaking with reporters at the 
Capitol, Brown contended that if 
the next governor wants to im- 
pose far-reaching progressive 
policies like government-run, 
universal health care, preschool 
for everyone, free college and 
considerably more funding for 
affordable housing, it’s going to 
take more money. Taking stock 
of the full budget picture, he 
reasoned that the way to raise 


the needed funds is to hike taxes. 


“The accumulated demand or 
desire for very good and worth- 
while programs is greater than 
the revenue structure,” said 
Brown, unconstrained by anoth- 
er campaign. “So there’s only 
one answer to that, and that is to 
go back to the people and say, 
‘Would you like to provide 
more?’ ” 

The $190 billion budget 
Brown proposed, his 16th spend- 
ing plan as California’s longest- 
serving governor, would sock 
another $5 billion away into the 
state’s rainy-day fund, for a total 
of $13.5 billion. Implicit in the 


Jerry Brown’s last budget stashes billions of 
dollars into a reserve fund. 10A 


document, and explicit in 
Brown’s commentary, was a 
renewed warning for that next 
generation of candidates who 
want his job: Be prepared for the 
inevitable recession. 

“We have our piggy bank,” 
Brown said, motioning to one of 
the colorful charts behind him 
during his last budget presenta- 
tion. “And we want to fill it up.” 

It’s been more than five years 
since Brown staked his own 
governorship on a tax increase to 
pay for schools. Proposition 30 


SEE ANALYSIS, 10A 


After dam 


criticism, 


state water agency 
names new director 


BY DALE KASLER 
dkasler@sacbee.com 


The California Department of 
Water Resources underwent a 
management shakeup Wednes- 
day, less than a week after in- 
vestigators released a scathing 
report on last February’s crisis 
at Oroville Dam and how the 
department handled it. 

Grant Davis resigned as 
DWR’s director barely seven 
months after taking over the 
embattled department, which 
has been heavily criticized fol- 
lowing the near-catastrophe at 
the dam’s two flood-control 
spillways. Davis will go back to 
his old job as general manager 
of the Sonoma County Water 
Agency. 


tary and senior adviser for wa- 
ter policy at the Natural Re- 
sources Agency since 2014, was 
named the new DWR director 
by Gov. Jerry Brown. Brown’s 
administration said Nemeth’s 
appointment was part of a 
larger restructuring of DWR to 
place more emphasis on flood 
control and dam safety. 

An independent forensic 
team, in a wide-ranging critical 
report on the causes of the Oro- 
ville emergency, said last week 
that dam safety must become a 
higher priority at DWR. The 
department owns and operates 
Oroville Dam and runs the State 
Water Project, which delivers 
billions of gallons of Northern 
California river water to agen- 
cies as far away as San Diego. 


TRUMP: MUELLER 
TALK ‘UNLIKELY’ 


President said he doesn’t 
expect to give an 
interview to Russia probe 
special counsel 6A 


17 STILL MISSING 
IN MUDSLIDES 


Family members awaited 
word on loved ones as 
rescuers continued 
searching the rubble. 3A 


GOP retirements 
boost Dem hopes of 
taking state seats 


BY EMILY CADEI AND ANGELA HART 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


In the past 72 hours, two of 
California’s longest-serving 
Republicans in Congress an- 
nounced they are not seeking 
re-election this fall, scrambling 
state politics and dealing a blow 
to their party’s chances of hang- 
ing onto the majority in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Nine-term Rep. Darrell Issa, 
of San Diego County, became 
the latest incumbent to an- 
nounce his retirement Wednes- 
day morning, issuing a state- 
ment that thanked his constitu- 
ents and promised to “continue 
advocating on behalf of the 
causes that are most important 
to me, advancing public policy 


true and lasting difference.” 
Issa’s statement pointedly did 
not rule out other political of- 
fice, and his spokesman con- 
firmed another run in 2018 was 
still on the table. The possibil- 
ities include a campaign for 
governor or a challenge to Dem- 
ocratic U.S. Sen. Dianne Fein- 
stein. There are also rumblings 
that Issa could launch a bid for 
fellow Republican Congressman 
Duncan Hunter’s seat in the 
neighboring 50th District. 
Issa’s decision to vacate the 
49th District seat follows on the 
heels of fellow Southern Cali- 
fornia Republican Ed Royce, of 
Orange County, who revealed 
Monday he, too, will leave 
Congress after 2018. Royce and 
Issa are two of seven Golden 
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